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ENGLISH AS A WORLD LANGUAGE  

 

English has become a world language because of its establishment as a mother tongue 

outside England, almost in all the continents of the world. This exporting of English began in the 

XVII-th century, with the first settlements in North America. Above all, the great growth of 

population in the United States together with massive immigration in the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries has given the English language its present standing in the world. Besides, 

basic characteristics of English also contribute to the situation that nowadays it is the most 

spread language on Earth. These characteristics are: simplicity of forms (very few endings); 

flexibility (the same word can operate as some different parts of speech); openness of vocabulary 

(English words are frequently admitted by other languages). At present English is the language 

of business, technology, sport and aviation. 

There are four working languages in ICAO – English, French, Spanish and Russian. But all 

meetings, conferences and assemblies are conducted in English and then all materials are 

translated into other languages. For this purpose ICAO has a special “Language and Publications 

Branch” with four sections. 

 

Задание №1. Ответьте на вопросы по тексту. 

 

1. When did the exporting of English begin? 

2. In what spheres of life is English most widely used? 

3. How many working languages are there in ICAO? 

4. In what language are meetings, conferences and assemblies conducted in ICAO? 

5. How is the progress in safety achieved? 

 

Задание №2. Выпишите новые слова. Опишите свой маршрут от дома до техникума. 

Поверните налево! - Please turn left! 

Поверните направо! - Please turn right! 

Через 5 км поверните направо! - In 5 Km turn right! 

Через 2 км поверните налево на Арбат! - In 2 Km turn left into Arbat Street! 

Через 400 метров возьмите левее. - In a quarter mile make a slight turn to the left. 

На следующем углу возьмите левее. - Take a soft left at the next corner. 

Поверните налево в сторону Лондона. - Please turn left towards London. 

Поверните налево в сторону трассы Е-95. - Please turn left towards Motorway E95! 

Поверните направо на Тверскую улицу. - Please turn right into Tverskaya street! 

Через 3 км поверните в строну МКАД. - In 3 Km turn left towards Moscow Ring Road — 

MKAD! 

a sharp turn — резкий поворот на 90 градусов (сразу). 

a slight turn — поворот, через определенное количество метров. 
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